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François Burgat, project investigator of the WAFAW project, is a senior researcher 
(DR1) in political science at the CNRS based at the IREMAM in Aix-en-Provence. He was 
between May 2008 and April 2013 director of the Institut français du Proche-Orient 
(IFPO) and earlier (1997-2003) headed the Centre français d’Archéologie et de Sciences 
Sociales de Sanaa (CEFAS). 

His most prominent personal publications include L’islamisme à l’heure d’Al-Qaida : 
réislamisation, modernisation, radicalisations, Paris: La Découverte, 2005 (second 
updated edition in 2010) (Spanish: Bellaterra 2006, Arabic: Cadmus 2007, English: Texas 
University Press 2008) ; L’Islamisme en face, Paris: La Découverte, 2002 (third updated 
edition in 2007) (Portuguese: Instituto Piaget, 1995, Spanish: Bellaterra 1996, English: IB 
Tauris 2002) and L’Islamisme au Maghreb : la voix du Sud, Paris, Karthala, 1988 (third 
updated edition by Payot Petite Bibliothèque in 2008). (English: University of Texas 
Press, 1993-1997 Italian: SEI, 1995, Arabic: Dar-al-thaqafa al-jedida, 2001). 
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